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* Whatever is rightly done, however humble, is noble. — Royce, 1924. 


The Record speaks for itself 


Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1998 1914 Silver Ghost, restored/rebodied V.M.G. 1992 
Overall Winner, Federal Rally 1999 1939 Bentley 4% Litre, restored V.M.G. 1991 
Best Restoration, Federal Rally 2000 
Best Bentley, Federal Rally 2000 


\ 1936 Bentley 414 Litre, restored V.M.G. 2000 


The ultimate end of restoration 
project should be the Judges’ 
approval and the beginning of 

many years of reliable and 
enjoyable motoring. 


For Show-ers and Go-ers, only at 
The Ultimate Repair Shop 


MAX HOUSTON’S 


Pinta Xe SHotor ®arage Telephone: 02 4373 1277 


Facsimile: 02 4373 1020 
BODY WORKS visit our website 
vintagemotorgarage.com 
Central Mangrove, N.S.W. 
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Customer Cate TécTinical. Expertise Showroom Jales 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley owners deserve and expect only the highest level of professionalism and 
expertise to be involved with the repair, maintenance and presentation of these famous motor cars. 


At Paradise Garage, we give our customers as much attention as their cars. We listen, when we 
deliver the car to our customer we explain what was wrong and how we fixed the problem. 
We have the credentials and the commitment to support owners and their cars. 


“The owners know us, they know they can rely on us.” 


Call Warrick or Paul to discuss routine maintenance, major overhaul, buying or selling, 
or advice on any aspect of Rolls-Royce and Bentley ownership. 
Messrs Appleby and Booth at Paradise Garage 
Heaven for Cars - Salvation for Car Owners 
25 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, NSW, 2018 
AEP Tel: 02 9313 7866 Fax: 02 9663 2105 www.paradisegarage.com.au 
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A Tale of Two Phantoms 
Ken King is the fortunate owner of two fine 
Phantom IIs 


40/50 h.p. Chassis No. 1524 and Royalty 
David Forward, in the Glimpses into the Past 
series, looks at an early bid by 
Rolls-Royce Ltd to gain royal favour 


The Big Budgie 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan fits an eagle mascot 
to his Alpine Eagle only to have it mistaken 
for a species of small parakeet 


Visiting P. & A. Wood 
Your Editor spent a memorable day at the 
Essex premises of P. & A. Wood 


Going Bi-focal 
Your Editor looks at the development of 
paired headlamps for the Silver Cloud II, 
Bentley S3 and Phantom V 
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http://www.rroc.org.au 


Front Cover Photo: 


Ina fairly unmistakable Ballarat scene, the fine brace of Phantom lis owned by Ken King 
(Vic.). On the left is 19JS, a 1931 chassis with Hooper sedance de ville coachwork, and 
on the right, 24SK, a 1934 Continental Park Ward sports saloon. See A Tale of Two 
Phantoms, this issue. Photograph by the owner. 


7-Star Seraphs 

The Burj Al Arab (Tower of Arabia) Hotel 
in Dubai has been variously described as 
the newest, tallest, plushest and most ex- 
pensive hostelry in the world. Shaped like a 
colossal sail, higher than the Eiffel Tower, 
and only 60 metres lower than the Empire 
State Building, it stands 280 metres off- 
shore in the Arabian Gulf, linked to 
Jumeirah Beach by a causeway. Burj Al 
Arab is billed as a 7-star hotel, offering 
“services and facilities that other hotels do 
not”, according to an employee. With tariffs 
for its duplex suites ranging from $A1,700 
to $A13,000 per night, the Burj Al Arab is 
patronised only by the richest of the rich, 
and the most famous of the famous. None 
of which deterred regular PRAECLARUM 
contributor Roger Thiedeman and his wife 
Ingrid from dropping in as casual day 
visitors — after parting with the equivalent 
of $A50 each for the privilege — during a 
recent holiday in the United Arab Emirates. 

None of the opulence and magnificence 
of Burj Al Arab could distract Roger from the 
sight of two white Rolls-Royce Silver 
Seraphs parked on the hotel's forecourt. 
The cars are part of a fleet of eight used by 
the establishment to ferry guests to and 
from the airport, or anywhere else they may 
desire. The BMW-engined Rolls-Royces 
share garage space with two BMW 7-series 
saloons, also white in colour. Given the 
common under-bonnet heritage of the 
hotel's ten cars, Roger wonders whether 
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One of the Burj Al Arab Hotel's Silver Seraphs, of a fleet of eight used by the establishment to 


convey guests anywhere they may desire. The Silver Seraphs share garage space (and engine 
type!) with two BMW 7-series saloons. Inset: the external architecture of the 321 metre high 
structure is one of its many astonishing features. Photographs from Roger Thiedeman. 


the BMWs were thrown in as a ‘sweetener’ 
when the order for the eight Silver Seraphs 
was being negotiated. Also, on seeing a 
Silver Seraph and a BMW reposing next to 
each other outside Burj Al Arab, Roger 
couldn't resist the thought that there might 
have been a meeting of the BMW Owners’ 
Club of Dubai in progress at the time! 


2001 Federal Rally 


Registration forms have gone out for the 
2001 Federal Rally, which is to be held from 


David Cornish (Vic.) took this shot of a happy Victoria Branch group enjoying morning tea at 
Hastings Point after the Surfers Paradise Federal Rally. They are, from left to right, David's wife 
Thea, Jean Allsep and Bill Allsep. On the right are the Cornish’s 1969 Bentley T (SBH7104) and 
the Allseps’ 1976 Silver Shadow (SRH22945). With the weather perfect, magnificent coastal 
views, the company congenial and the cars running superbly, who could ask for more? 


March 29th to April 2nd in Mount Gambier, 
South Australia. 

This promises to be a particularly 
pleasant and relaxing Federal Rally with, it 
is confidently expected, an especially 
strong participation by the older cars. To 
avoid disappointment, please ensure that 
you send in your registration form as soon 
as possible. 


Australia’s first Silver Ghost 


Speaking of older cars, your Federal 
President, George Forbes, recently hap- 
pened upon some photographs of 60589, a 
1908 Silver Ghost and the first to arrive in 
Australia. No pictures of this car had been 
forthcoming before, so these are of consid- 
erable interest even though they show the 
car with a much later body. They are shown 
in the Federal President's column on the 
following page. 

Along with the photographs, George 
also acquired some of the notes kept by the 
car's chauffeur and these too make 
fascinating reading. 

It is clear that notwithstanding the mag- 
nificent efforts of historians of the early 
years of Rolls-Royce in Australia, such as 
Tom Clarke, David Neely and lan Irwin, 
there is still much to be discovered. It is far 
from impossible that there are even com- 
plete cars out there yet to be found, perhaps 
even 605839 itself! 

Martin Bennett 


—F 
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FROM the FEDERAL PRESIDENT 


60589, the ‘Ettrick Ghost’ 


| had entertained hopes that the car in 
these photographs might emerge in reality 
and become available for acquisition and 
restoration. No such luck, I’m afraid! 

The chauffeur in two of the photographs 
and the author of notes also in my posses- 
sion is Wilfred Facey, father of Graham 
whom | have had the pleasure of knowing 
through historic car racing. 

The car is a very early 40/50 h.p., 
chassis 60589, the first Silver Ghost to be 
imported into Australia. It was owned from 
new by C.S. Currie of ‘Ettrick’, near 
Camperdown in Victoria's Western District. 
The photographs and notes provide clues 
for historians of Rolls-Royce in Australia 
that the car was still owned by the Currie 
family in 1925, just prior to their acquisition 
of a ‘modern’ 20 Horsepower (GLK57). 

Modern the Twenty would certainly have 
been compared to a 40/50 chassis of 1908. 
A great deal of water passed under the 
bridge in terms of development during that 
time, as may be demonstrated by driving a 
20 h.p. and a veteran Silver Ghost. 

One of the photographs shows the 
Currie family’s Victorian number plate 534 
above an early type bowed front axle. The 
radiator had been raised and a rounded 
bonnet fitted to match the early 1920s 
coachwork that replaced the original Alford 
& Alder Roi-des-Belges tourer. From the 
superb Aolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sun- 
burnt Country by Tom Clarke and David 
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Neely we learn that the Rudge-Whitworth 
wire wheels seen in the photographs were 
fitted in October 1912 during a chassis 
overhaul at the Derby works. 

| trust that the foregoing, and the photo- 
graphs, will be of interest to our members, 
particularly the avid historians among us. 


Happy Motoring, 
George Forbes 


Right: The markedly curved bonnet probably 
indicates that the body fitted in the early 
1920s came from another make of car, the 
radiator having been raised to suit. 


A relaxed Wilfred Facey and 60589 again, almost certainly at ‘Ettrick’, the Currie family’s grazing 


property near Camperdown in western Victoria. The question remains, where is 60589 now? 


3634 


bxCH, V 


GOLD |SH° ? ; 
NU 


Ken King ’s brace of Phantom Ils outside the Mining Exchange in Ballarat, Victoria. On the left is 19JS, a Hooper sedanca de ville, and on the right, 


24SK, a Continental chassis with rakish sports saloon coachwork by Park Ward. See also front cover picture. 


A Tale of Two Phantoms 


By Ken King (Vic.) 


It was the best of times, it was the 
worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, 
it was the age of foolishness — A Tale 
of Two Cities, Dickens. I suppose I had 
always wanted a Rolls-Royce — one 
with big shiny headlights and running 
boards —- ever since childhood when 
my mother told me of her dash to 
Queen Charlotte's Maternity Hospital 
to have me. My grandmother phoned 
for a hospital car but in her hurry 
managed to order a Rolls-Royce rather 
than a more humble taxi. Needless to 
say I was blissfully unaware of the 
experience but it still tickles my 
mother. 

The urge to revisit those shiny 
P.100s and running boards however, 
over the years, grew stronger and 
stronger and reached a peak on Phillip 


Island at the 1998 Federal Rally. The 
decision must be made, and be made 
soon. There was plenty of expert advice 
to be had: Neely, Milverton, Forbes, 
Houston; the list was endless, but it 
was finally up to me to decide on a 
model. The matter really was simple. It 
had to be a 40/50 h.p.. The Silver 
Ghost was the prototype, the Phantom 
I the pre-production model and the 
Phantom II, the final product. 

A quick check around the concours 
unearthed details of 19JS, a 1931 
Phantom II sedanca de ville for sale in 
Sydney, so after a not inconsiderable 
time of devising excuses to visit, the 
family trekked north for a long week- 
end. I ’phoned the vendor on a wet 
Wednesday night to tell him I would be 
in town the next day for a few days and 
asked if I could see the car. Had I seen 
the advertisement? Not that I could 
recollect, I replied. I was directed to the 


Powerhouse Motor Museum where, I 
was told, it held pride of place. Unfor- 
tunately the Manly Ferry and the shop- 
ping and sightseeing got in the way, but 
on Sunday afternoon I arrived at the 
museum and introduced myself as a 
prospective buyer. Had I come earlier? 
Not that I could recollect, I replied, but 
was shown inside. 

There was 19JS in all its glory, care- 
fully cordoned off by a small rope, the 
first vehicle in view. 

It was love at first sight. Never had I 
seen a more magnificent machine. A 
little wearied by age, but the headlights 
and the running boards shone like 
beacons in a gale. I tried the front, I 
tried the back, I tried to start it: success 
all round! I would ’phone the minute I 
got back to Ballarat. 

I phoned on Wednesday about the 
car. “I saw it today at the Powerhouse 
and would like to buy it” I said, as 
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diffidently as I could. “I am so sorry,” 
said the voice at the other end, “I sold 
it yesterday”. The diffidence turned to 
incredulity and then terror. I had lost 
19JS for a fish supper in Manly. A 
deposit had been promised in a few 
days and if it did not arrive, I was next 
on the list. Monday came, a phone call, 
no deposit, Tuesday ditto, Wednesday 
deposit in the mail. I was done for. 

The next month saw me scout the 
back issues of PRAECLARUM for a 
suitable replacement. A couple of excel- 
lent prospects came to notice, in Perth 
and back in Sydney. A trip to Perth 
allowed me to visit Roger Fry and Neil 
McLean, two people to whom I am 
eternally indebted. 

Another trip to Sydney was ar- 
ranged to visit 24SK, a 1934 PII Conti- 
nental, a well known Victorian club car 
that had travelled north only a year or 
two before. 

If the PII was the final product, the 
Continental had to be the collectors’ 
limited edition (197 the epitome of 
Royce engineering and style. 24SK was 
all of that, despite its battleship grey 
exterior and a leaky sunroof. Should I, 
shouldn't I? I vascillated to and fro. 
Finally I took the plunge and 24SK was 
on its way home to Victoria. 

Some three months after my first 
trip to Sydney and five months after 
Phillip Island, I finally took the wheel 
and looked over my own set of shiny 
headlights. 

I filled up the 28 gallon tank and set 
off up the Western Highway to Ballarat, 
with my two boys in the back and my 
wife, Margaret, travelling sensibly be- 
hind. Ballarat is 1200 ft. above sea level 
and at a very sedate 70 m.p.h. we 
climbed the Pentland Hills. My boys 
were thrilled. They looked out of the 
back window and assumed they were 
in a rocket ship. “Why is that?” I asked. 
“Because of the clouds of steam coming 
out the back”, was the reply. 

Unfortunately they were right. 24SK 
on its first outing had disgraced itself. 
The cylinder head had given way and 
seven gallons of water from the cooling 
system had found its way into two of 
the cylinders, to give 24SK a passable 
resemblance to a Saturn V rocket on lift 
off. 

With tail very much between legs 
and 24SK on the back of a tow truck, 
we drove sadly home. The car was un- 
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The engine of 24SK with the head off, 1998. All the work ahead. 


24SK’s carburetter. For the MW series of 1933 this side-draught semi-expanding type carburetter 
replaced the earlier Royce down-draught type. Both types represented superb design and 
workmanship. 
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24SK: new covers on cylinder blocks ready for painting, 1999. 


loaded and pushed into the garage and 
I opened the back door. Margaret was 
answering the ‘phone as I entered. 
19JUS was suddenly for sale again and 
was I still interested? Polite society is 
not yet ready for a transcription of my 
response. 

Well, I had missed it once and I was 
not going to miss it again, so a month 
later 19JS joined 24SK in Ballarat, side 
by side in their faded glory. 


The repair of 24SK 


Removal of the spark plugs con- 
firmed water in two of the cylinders and 
the first job was to remove the cylinder 
head. Late Phantom Is and Phantom IIs 
are blessed with alloy heads, which 
unfortunately corroded over the years 


and water channels are very close to 
the bores in places. A check of the 
records showed that the head had been 
removed at Cricklewood by Rolls-Royce 
in 1939, but obviously not since then. 
The head was corroded firmly onto the 
studs and required an ingenious sys- 
tem of plates to be made which when 
screwed down on the studs had a lifting 
effect on the head. After two days of 
pressure the head finally lifted leaving 
corroded alloy around some of the 
studs. Visual inspection revealed sites 
of corrosion and the head was obvious- 
ly beyond repair. Fortunately I was 
travelling to England the next month 
and a call to Ristes of Nottingham 
secured a new replacement (thanks to 
Steve Lovett) complete with valves and 
springs. 
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Over the life of the PII, the compres- 
sion ratio rose from 4.75:1 to 5:1 and 
then to 5.25:1, and the new head was 
based on a 5:1 design. The British Air- 
ways check-in lady did not bat an eyelid 
as 29.5 kg of cylinder head went on the 
scales at Heathrow. 

With the head off, the next job was 
to check the connecting rods, bearings, 
mainshaft and clean out the oil lines. 
Fortunately the water pressure within 
the cylinders had not damaged the con- 
necting rods and the mainshaft was in 
excellent condition. The oil lines how- 
ever were heavily silted with only a 
pinhole channel and needed serious 
cleaning. The timing chest was sent to 
Perth for some Fry magic. 

The cylinder blocks were fine but 
need relining. The car had been sent by 
its owner in 1939 to Cricklewood be- 
cause of excessive oil usage, and at that 
time oversize pistons were fitted and 
the blocks rebored. The pistons were in 
excellent condition and required only 
new rings and pins. The gudgeon pin in 
a pre-war car should be a precise fit 
and should be fitted hot. The old 
fashioned way was to boil the piston 
and only then should the pin fit. The 
new pins were machined to this 
tolerance. The inspection plates on the 
water side of the blocks had corroded 
and needed replacing, as did the water 
manifold. The next problem was the 
camshaft. Between 102MY and 99TA a 
high lift camshaft was used to give 
better performance and gave an in- 
creased lift of .0333 making a total of 
0.4533. Unfortunately the cam profile 
led to excessive wear, with grooves 
being worn into the cam lobes. 

24SK was right in the middle of the 
high lift cam run and of course suffered 
this fate. With the cylinder blocks off it 
was not a big job to replace the worn 
shaft with a standard low lift. The shaft 
fortunately slotted straight in, but re- 
quired new cam followers and the 
engine to be retimed to suit. The later 
Pils had an ‘AutoKleen’ oil filter, com- 
prising a number of hollow metal discs 
on a spindle with spacing washers be- 
tween. Oil debris was deposited within 
the spaces which was cleared by a 
scraper blade attached to a fixed 
spindle, rotated by operation of the 
clutch pedal. The clearing effect was 
negligible and changing the filter ele- 
ments was very messy. The AutoKleen 
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was gracefully retired and replaced 
with a modern element, purpose built 
for the PII from Coldwell Engineering in 
Sheffield. 

Various gaskets, nuts, bolts and 
washers were sourced from Coldwell 
Engineering but the exhaust manifold 
nuts were different. They were made of 
a special alloy to cope with extreme 
temperature changes. Ballarat, having 
a sound engineering base, also has a 
variety of engineering expertise. A 
quick check of an original exhaust 
manifold nut on a spectrometer 
revealed its structure and it was then 
an easy job to replicate almost exactly 
the replacement. (This has since been 
done for replacement kingpin bushes 
for another PII, and other manifold 
nuts for a Silver Dawn.) While in pieces 
the entire engine was cleaned, the carb- 
uretter, Autovac and magneto rebuilt, 
the interior fittings rechromed and the 
wood repolished. The brake system and 
drums were checked and the steering 
realigned. I was not doing this again in 
my lifetime. At long last the engine 
came together and after what seemed 
an eternity setting the timing, the en- 
gine finally purred into life about one 
year after its last gasp. The engine is 
quieter than I remember and certainly 
much easier to start. We have the oc- 
casional vapour lock (what PII does 
not?), but this can easily be overcome 
with an S.U. fuel pump. The trick is to 
install the pump and to disable the 
vacuum pipe from the Autovac, so 
practicality and authenticity co-exist. 
This is a future project but a function- 
ing calorstat and temperature gauge 
keep me out of trouble at the moment. 


19JS 


But what of 19JS? Starting was a 
problem and do engines really run 
backwards? I knew there had been ex- 
tensive work done on the engine about 
3,000 miles ago, but sitting in a 
museum tends to widen the girth 
somewhat and I wanted a taut, trim 
and terrific motor. We decided to take 
the head off for inspection. This was the 
original and to relief all round, slid off 
beautifully. It was sound and was 
checked by Luskys in Ballarat. Valves 
were ground, seats checked and the 
head pressure tested. Pistons though 
were black with obvious oil burn. In for 


3637 


24SK: all back together and ready for the open road again. The A.C. air cleaner and silencer 
shown was introduced concurrently with the semi-expanding carburetter in 1933. 


the proverbial penny, so off came the 
sump and blocks and out came the 
pistons. Here we found the reverse of 
the 24SK with beautiful liners, but 
badly worn pistons. The rings had been 
excessively sprung when originally 
positioned and had tiny buckles allow- 
ing oil to seep past. Replacement pis- 
tons were needed and a quick global 
ring-around secured a new set made to 
our exact specifications from Ege 
Engineering in California (much 
cheaper than England) complete with 
gudgeons and rings. Being old hands 
now at PII engine rebuilds, we replaced 
bolts, washers etc. cleaned lines and 
rebuilt both Autovac and carburetter. 


19JS had a low lift camshaft, but even 
so the cam followers were badly worn. 
It was an easy job to regrind the faces 
to the correct radius, but of course the 
metal then needed hardening. Enter 
again our local metallurgist who does a 
boutique line in metal finishing. He 
came armed with graphs showing 
temperatures and times required to get 
the followers back to Royce specifica- 
tion. This was a labour of love and a 
week later and overnight in a kiln they 
came back as new. (He also does a nice 
line in pottery.) 

More timing and electrical work and 
the engine gently purred into life, lively 
but deathly quiet. A routine inspection 


19JUS was fitted with new pistons from Ege Engineering, California. Note the oil line to the 
small-end bearings on the three left-hand connecting rods, and the superb, typically Roycean 
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machined-all-over finish of the rods. February 2000. 


of the transmission, though, revealed a 
badly worn drive coupling. This flexible 
coupling sits between the engine and 
gearbox and of course required gearbox 
removal to get at. This entails discon- 
nection of the drive shaft and removal 
of the brake servo system and removal 
of the chassis cross members. 

The cost of the coupling even in 
pounds pales into insignificance com- 
pared to the costs of gearbox removal. 
Avery sorry coupling was removed and 
a new Coldwell replacement bolted into 
place. 

I now had a nice, quiet, responsive, 
smoke-free engine and a sound drive 
train. My hot-spot was patent and 
working normally, preheating the mix- 
ture with exhaust gas and prior to the 
inlet manifold and the brakes and 
steering were fine. 

I took 19JS along for an exhaust 
check. There are two silencers, one 
small one immediately below the 
engine and a second longer one under 


19JS: refurbished and repainted cylinder head, February 2000. 


19JS: cylinder blocks cleaned and repainted, February 2000. 
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the main chassis. The former had a 
small leak. The front silencer is empty, 
acting as an expansion chamber only. 
In a fit of enthusiasm a new pipe was 
run through the centre of the silencer 
box to add stability. The result was that 
a deathly quiet motor suddenly 
sounded like a Chrysler V-8 on heat. 
Henry Royce certainly knew best and a 
quick reversal and chamber rebuild to 
the original specification restored the 
status quo. 

It is funny how one little job runs 
into another. 19JS being an open- 
fronted car had weather damage to the 
steering wheel. The bakelite had deter- 
iorated so badly that only a plastic 
wheel cover was holding it together. 
Recovering required removal. Removal 
of course required removal of the throt- 
tle and ignition timing and carburetter 
mixture levers and their respective con- 
necting rods, including removal of the 
steering box. Would the rods come out 
of the steering column without hitting 


PRAECLARVM 


the roof? Yes, but only just. With the 
steering wheel off why not take the 
instrument board out and have it 
repolished to bring out its natural rich 
mahogany? And why not re-leather the 
footwell, while the dash is out of the 
way? And with the instruments out, 
why not replace that nasty electric fuel 
gauge with the original Hobson's 
Telegauge? The original sender unit 
from the fuel tank had long since gone 
and the dashboard gauge had seized. 
A’phone call to Coldwell secured a new 
tank sender and they were happy to 
refurbish the dash gauge. From the 
beginning of the Phantom II model to 
14PY, the fuel gauge was a glass tube 
calibrated in a similar way to a therm- 
ometer. It operated on the principle of 
a head of hydraulic pressure which 
varied with the depth of fuel in the main 
tank. Three copper capillary tubes in a 
flexible conduit connect the sender 
unit with the dash display and the 
whole system relied on an airtight con- 
nection between units and patent cop- 
per tubes. Needless to say the unit was 
not very reliable and the capillary tubes 
had blocked. At the time of writing this 
is a project in progress. 

What to do next? Well both cars 
need new paintwork and new interiors. 
24SK needs a new sunroof and 19JSa 
new retractable driver's roof (de ville 
extension). Enough to keep me going 
and poor for the next decade. 

As Dickens would say, we are all 
nuts. My eternal thanks go to Doug 
MacKay and his team of old fashioned 
engineers in Ballarat. Who else would 
one use for an old fashioned car? “+ 
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1524 as it exists today in the ownership of Honorary Life Member Charles Wright (S.A.). The replica coachwork incorporates some of the external 


™ salts 


characteristics of the Grosvenor coupé de ville brougham coachwork built on the chassis in 1913 for Mr Charles Angas. 


40-50 h.p. Chassis No. 1524 and Royalty 


By David Forward (S.A.) 


From the first days of Rolls-Royce, 
Claude Johnson and Charles Rolls 
were keen to establish a royal con- 
nexion with the Company, but King 
Edward VII, who had formed an early 
attachment to Daimlers, kept to this 
preference, with very many in society 
following him. Both Edward VII and 
George V seemed to like the stolid, 
conservative Daimler limousines and 
landaulettes, even though they were at 
first far noisier and less refined than 
the Rolls-Royce. When Daimlers 
adopted the Knight sleeve-valve engine 
in 1909, they for the first time began to 
approach Rolls-Royce quietness, 
making it more difficult for the newer 
marque to demonstrate its superiority. 
But at his accession in 1910, there was 
hope for a time that the new King, 
George V, might change or at least 
modify the royal preference. If they had 
understood better his conservative 
nature, they might not have bothered. 


Johnson therefore arranged for 
eight landaulettes, of almost identical 
coachwork, to be sent to India for the 
December 1911 Coronation Durbar at 
Delhi: here Rolls-Royce could at last be 
associated with Royalty. As far as con- 
ventional histories record, this was the 
closest the Company came to the gain- 
ing or sharing of royal favour up to that 
time. In the nineteen-twenties the 
Prince of Wales became an enthusiastic 
first royal owner, and the Company's 
Directors must have regretted that his 
later reign as Edward VIII was cut so 
short, for they would probably then 
have seen official royal preference 
directed to Rolls-Royce, with Phantom 
IIIs at his Coronation, which would 
have transformed sales of this model. 
But the 1936 abdication ended this 
hope. 

Now it appears that as well as the 
Delhi Durbar cars in late 1911, there 
was another approach to Royal con- 
nexion that lasted from the end of 1910 
to mid-1912, for according to the 
chassis cards and invoices, Chassis 


No. 1524 was intended for “Royalty”, 
with a special body from Hoopers — “a 
limousine like H.M. the Kings” [sic] — 
specified in great detail. Let us review 
the story from the laying down of this 
chassis in 1910, to its delayed eventual 
sale in 1912. 

Long wheelbase Chassis No. 1524, 
a “1911 type“ with nickel fittings, is 
first ordered by Mr A.B. Wardman, of 
Cambridge Street, Harrogate, on 
August 12th, 1910. The sale price is 
£788 less 20%. This reduction, plus 
his being referred to elsewhere on the 
same page as “Wardmans”, may sug- 
gest his heading a business with some 
connexion to the Company. On Sept- 
ember 17th, 1910, Mr Wardman pays 
£25 deposit, and delivery is set for 
March 30th, 1911, when the body will 
have been completed. In November 
this body is detailed as Limousine- 
Landaulette of “Whitmore” type by 
Barkers, to be of weight “812-7/6-light” 
— actually spelt out on the first Chassis 
Card as 8!4 hundredweight, with an 
average of six passengers (but of seven 
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A typical Hooper open-drive limousine on a Silver Ghost chassis, c.1910, as believed to have been fitted to chassis 1524 when new. 


passenger capacity). On the 6th of Dec- 
ember Wardmans are credited 5% in 
the Extras section at the bottom of the 
invoice, with a ledger reference, and on 
13th of December 1910 the Body sec- 
tion of the invoice is inscribed Order 
No.468, so that the body is probably 
now to be placed on Barkers’ order list, 
even though the chassis is not yet 
finished. Tyre details are also recorded. 

The last entry for 1910 is a change 
to brass fittings, dated 31.12.1910, 
and confirmed on the first chassis card 
on 3.1.1911. This change to brass fit- 
tings seems to mark a more important 
change, for now all references to 
Wardmans cease, their order being 
crossed through and overwritten. The 
chassis is now to be destined for 
“Royalty” (clearly written at the top of 
the first and second Invoice pages). The 
change is made on January 5th, 1911. 
There is now to be a “Limousine like 
H.M. the Kings” by Hoopers, of “Royal 
colour maroon — black mouldings ... 
red lined”, and upholstery of 
“Enamelled blue leather”. There follow 
two pages of Accessories, Spares and 
Equipment, all concerning this Hooper 
body. The dates and Hooper C- [card?] 
numbers are from three entries: 
5.1.1911 (the broad details of the 
body), 25.4.1911 (when the chassis 
goes to Hoopers) and 6.7.1911 (the 
final fittings, including tyres). The 
whole picture is one of much consult- 
ation and decision-making over several 
sessions: clearly, this is no ordinary 
specification. Each decision has a C- 
number beside it, indicating clearly 


that these are orders to Hoopers as the 
body is being built and completed. It is 
the cross-referencing of these numbers 
between the various specifications 
pages and chassis cards that confirms 
that a Hooper body is actually built and 
used. 

The new specifications begin with 
the brass fittings (31.12.1910), fol- 
lowed by the decision (February 6th, 
1911) that Vinet detachable rims are to 
be fitted — this only five days after the 
chassis has gone On Test. The former 
tyre details for the Barker body are 
rubbed out and the details of new Dun- 
lops overwritten. Then there is to be 
Lucas electric lighting for headlamps, 
side-lamps and one tail-lamp, the other 
being a paraffin lamp, Elliotts com- 
bined clock and speedometer, then this 
erased to read one Smiths speedometer 
for the dash, and a combined clock and 
speedometer for the rear compartment. 


There is an extra battery for the inside 
lamps, removable luggage rail and cord 
mat to roof, with luggage step to off-side 
of driving seat, speaking tube of India- 
rubber, patent leather valances from 
steps to chassis and low doors to the 
driving seat (which confirms it as an 
open-drive limousine, the sort George 
V used on his Daimlers). On the 
Accessories pages the penwork for 
these and other features is clear, but 
unfortunately the actual identities of 
many of the items ticked or commented 
on is unclear because the photocopies 
of the ledgers necessarily distort the 
middles of the pages next to the bind- 
ing, where the names of these items are 
printed on the left hand side as pro-for- 
mae. 

The chassis goes On Test February 
1st, 1911, and after the springing is 
altered on 21st March, 1911, Eric Plat- 
ford, the Chief Tester, “passes” the 


1524 with its 1913 Grosvenor Carriage Co. coupé de ville coachwork, outside the Adelaide home 
of Mr Charles Angas. From Rolls-Royce and Bentley in the Sunburnt Country. 
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chassis, and we have just seen that it 
then goes to Hoopers a month later, 
when they are ready to begin fitting the 
body to the chassis. The car is 
registered R1068, this number appear- 
ing on both Accessories pages, and 
since the last date for final body details 
and tyres is 6th July, we may assume 
that the car goes on the road in later 
July, 1911. As we shall see, it appears 
to travel many miles in the next ten 
months. Just why it does so many 
miles is a mystery, and may at first 
suggest that it becomes an experimen- 
tal car with Platford’s Test Department, 
despite there being no record of this in 
the usual way. 

This could happen if Johnson fails 
to get the car into royal hands, and 
allows the Test Department to use it as 
an experimental car instead. The 
evidence for this is slim, resting on two 
facts only: it does many miles in ten 
months, and is recorded as being in the 
Test Department twice in October for a 
steering check and other unspecified, 
and therefore minor, items. Yet the 
chassis is not elsewhere listed as a test 
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1524: invoice for “Royalty”, cancelled May 9th, 1912. 


car: we mostly know which chassis 
were experimental test beds for trying 
the latest modifications. And since the 
large Hooper body does not come off the 
car in this period, the car is most un- 
suitable for extensive road testing, the 
Company already knowing only too 
well how poorly these large limousines 
stand up to roadwork. However, the 
heavy refurbishments necessitated at 
the end of the period, including a 
rebore, may be thought to argue that it 
may have been a test car. But even if it 
were handed over to the Test Depart- 
ment at some point, the Angas Invoice 
makes it clear that Mr Angas is buying 
a car that is “ex-Royalty” (not ex-Test 
Department): this is how the car is 
regarded and described at the end of 
the ten months. Johnson would not sell 
a test car under false pretences to 
anyone, especially to such a good cus- 
tomer as Charles Angas, who owns 
other Rolls-Royces in England and 
Australia. We know enough of Johnson 
to be certain of this. 

Let us now consider the evidence for 


royal usage. It is so strong that is in- 
cumbent on anyone doubting it to 
make a case actually to disprove it. The 
extensive documentation of the in- 
voices and cards is such that Royal 
usage is the simplest explanation. 
There is the clear marking of “Royalty” 
on the Invoices in place of the 
Wardman name, there is the scrapping 
of the projected Barker Whitmore body, 
and its replacement with the special 
Hooper body, specifically designated 
“Like H.M. the Kings”, in royal colours 
and trim, with all the appurtenances of 
the most luxurious of open-drive 
limousines — the favoured royal type. 
There is all the cumulative evidence of 
the Hooper body specifications and 
stages of building: bodies are not nor- 
mally commissioned to sit in a 
showroom waiting for a buyer. There is 
no specified owner, so that either the 
owner is Royal, about whom there 
must at this stage be discretion, or the 
Company is sponsoring the car for a 
trial period with either the Royal Car 
Fleet or a particular royal personage. 
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1524: invoice number two, for “Angas ex Royalty”. 


Until Royalty makes up its mind, it 
remains a Company car. This also ex- 
plains its being registered — it is a 
Company car seconded to Royalty, for 
cars that are part of the Royal fleet 
proper do not need to be registered. Of 
course, if a Royal Personage owned a 
car as a private possession, it would be 
registered. This latter possibility seems 
a real one: Johnson had made earlier 
attempts to interest Queen Alexandra 
in a personal Rolls-Royce, and Prince 
Arthur of Connaught had tried a Royce 
car. 

If Johnson were to have any hope of 
inducing royalty to purchase a Rolls- 
Royce, he would have been best ad- 
vised to have done exactly this — to 
make a chassis available to them, 
clothed in the sort of coachwork they 
were known to prefer. This would be at 
the Company’s expense, and was ex- 
actly the sort of expansive gesture 
Johnson would, and did, make. Similar 
ventures are common today, with new 
cars being placed at the disposal of a 
person or body whose patronage may 
generate good sales or publicity. Thus 


Royal usage seems the simplest ex- 
planation for all the facts we have for 
this vital ten months — July 1911 to 
May 1912 — about which time little is 
known, except that many miles must 
have been covered. 

These ten months follow immedi- 
ately on the Coronation of George V 
(22.6.1911) and include the Coron- 
ation Durbar in Delhi (12.12.1911). It 
is a time for changes, and there is hope 
in the Company that the new king may 
favour Rolls-Royce, at least alongside 
Daimler. Johnson sees a possible op- 
portunity, perhaps seizes upon chassis 
1524 at the end of 1910 as a nearly 
completed chassis, the order for which 
has suddenly collapsed or been 
diverted, leaving it available for just 
such a venture. We may imagine his 
negotiating to have royalty try it, al- 
though this is more difficult than in the 
time of Edward VII, whom both he and 
Rolls had known well personally. The 
fact that no picture exists of 1524 with 
Hooper body could support the view 
that at least until the royals make a 
decision about Rolls-Royce, discretion 


must precede any eventual publicity, 
and Hoopers were not yet to file 
photographs of the body in the usual 
way. The many miles covered in the ten 
months would not be normal Royal 
town usage, of course, but if trips to 
Windsor or Balmoral were made, espe- 
cially as Royal Courier on a regular run 
every few days, then the mileage could 
be quite high. 

Our definite knowledge of the next 
stage in the car’s career then refers to 
the ending of the mysterious ten 
months on the 9th May, 1912. when 
the chassis is sold “as is”, second-hand 
“ex-Royalty”, with Hooper “Limousine 
like the Kings” [sic] to Mr C.N. Angas of 
Belgrave Square, London, for immedi- 
ate delivery. Not only is the Hooper 
body, Order No.10110 of 5.1.1911 
specifically listed, but Mr Angas pays 
£1,200 for the second-hand car, which 
is far more than its unbodied chassis 
price in late 1910. Thus the body is on 
the car at this sale, and has been all 
the while. 

The marking on the second (Angas) 
Invoice as “S/H ex-Royalty” would ap- 
pear to settle the matter conclusively — 
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chassis 1524 has without doubt been 
in royal usage for its first months. No 
doubt much is made of this when Mr 
Angas is offered the car, but he will also 
have been asked not to broadcast it 
widely — after all, the experiment has 
not met with success. One sees 
Johnson himself discreetly handling 
the sale, perhaps pleased that the car 
is to go out of the country. 

However, Mr Angas has a mind of 
his own, and while he has paid a 
premium price for the Hooper bodied 
ex-Royal limousine, he decides to 
recoup some expense by disposing of 
the large limousine body profitably, 
and having a smaller coupé de ville 
brougham made for him by the Gros- 
venor Carriage Company before the car 
sails to Australia in 1913. He names 
the new-bodied car The Dreamer, com- 
missions an enamelled nameplate, and 
has a special Art Nouveau mascot fitted 
— the bust of a beautifully wistful 
maiden — still with the car today. Thus 
the car’s whole character is changed, 
and Johnson is pleased to help facil- 
itate this. 

Mr Angas, of course, is at this time 
the head of that family from South 
Australia who originally help found the 
Colony in 1836, and have ‘Collingrove’, 
now an Historic House, just outside 
Angaston in the Barossa Valley, as 
their centre, with town residences in 
Adelaide and London. At any given time 
Charles Angas owns several Rolls- 
Royce cars, some of which are kept in 
London for use there by him, or by his 
sons when up at Oxford. 1524, how- 
ever, is to be sent to Australia, for anote 
at the bottom of the Sale Invoice 
records that the car is to be resprung 
(presumably with Colonial, stronger 
springs) and to have larger wheels, all 
free of charge, before the car is taken 
to Australia. No doubt Johnson is 
happy to accommodate this wish in 
view of the good price paid: after all, the 
Company books will show that the 
whole Royalty experiment will have 
cost less than £100 net as to the asset 
itself, plus maintenance costs absorb- 
ed in the demonstrator car account. 

Finally, we may turn to the evidence 
that many miles are covered in the ten 
months of Royal usage. At the end of 
the period, just before Mr Angas buys 
the car in May, 1912, it is returned to 
the Works for a thorough overhaul, 
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involving much more than a servicing. 
It receives a rebore, new pistons, rings 
and gudgeons — most unusual for a 
car not twelve months off test. Over the 
next four months, it also undergoes 
extensive updating, and preparation 
for its new life in the Colonies (for which 
Mr Angas is having a much lighter 
brougham body fitted by the Grosvenor 
Carriage Company, before the car goes 
to Australia). There is a new fabric 
lining to the clutch, and a slipper 
flywheel is fitted externally, these not 
having been extant until chassis 1551, 
when they were incorporated into a 
redesigned timing case. (1524 still 
possesses its extra flywheel, un- 
enclosed, being one of the few such 
retro-fittings carried out). At the same 
time, the spring drive springs are 
eased, and decompression plates fitted 
under the cylinder blocks, lowering the 
cylinder pressure to 58 Ib/sq in. (One 
wonders just why this decompression 
was necessary — was Colonial petrol of 
inferior rating, as many American 
petrols were in the 1920s?) The rear 
axle is changed completely to an 18 x 
52 set of gears, giving the very high 
ratio of 2.9:1. The original gear-set 
would have been based on a 65 
crownwheel, but presumably with a 
much lower ratio than this, which Mr 
Angas, an experienced owner, would 
find unacceptable for his purposes, 
and for the long distances to be covered 
in Australia. The steering is changed 
from A to B, and a new set of control 
levers fitted. A Colonial front axle and 
Rudge-Whitworth wire wheels com- 
plete the picture. 

Not all this work can be attributed 
to its preparation for going to the 
Colonies, nor merely to the customary 
updating that the Works tend to apply 
to older chassis returned to them. 
Reboring an almost new car is a some- 
what unusual procedure, and is car- 
ried out because it has done a great 
deal of work in the intervening ten 
months, or — and this may seem a real 
possibility — Mr Angas, or Johnson 
himself, insists that the chassis be 
brought back to as-new condition. This 
is of course the normal course for cars 
that the Company uses and then sells 
second-hand. 

These are the facts, as far as they 
can be known, of chassis 1524's first 
months of existence. That it is intended 


1524: radiator mascot. 


for Royalty is clear, spending some time 
and many miles with the Royal Fleet of 
cars, or with a particular Royal per- 
sonage. It appears to have been the 
only pre-Armistice Silver Ghost to have 
done this. To a royal person sitting in 
the vast rear compartment, it would 
have appeared little different from a 
Daimler, although the chauffeur would 
have known better, especially on longer 
trips. 

In the end, however, this romance 
with royalty fades, and Chassis 1524, 
now rebodied, sets forth on a new ad- 
venture to the Colonies, where it be- 
comes one of a distinguished trio of 
Rolls-Royces next door to each other in 
Brougham Place, in Adelaide's dress 
circle, which include Mr Angas’ town 
residence. After this new life, and some 
succeeding vicissitudes, including 
losing its Grosvenor body, it has in the 
last quarter of the century been 
afforded magnificent new brougham 
coachwork. This has been created and 
crafted by our Life Member, sculptor 
Charles Wright, A.M., the saviour not 
only of this and other Rolls-Royces, but 
also of one of Adelaide's very finest 
buildings, Edmund Wright House, res- 
cued from destruction in the 1970s. 
Now in its present quiet coachhouse, 
chassis 1524 must have some very spe- 
cial memories indeed. It is a unique 
Rolls-Royce, one that must have car- 
ried the hopes of the Company for a 
change in Royal patronage, a change 
whose time was yet to come. wf 


The eagle proudly standing on the radiator cap of the author's ‘Alpine Ea 
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le’ Silver Ghost (88NE). 


The Big Budgie 


By Gavin Sandford-Morgan (S.A.) 


He stood there proudly, wings out- 
stretched, head slightly on one side, 
fierce eagle eyes alert for any move- 
ment, firmly grasping the rock on 
which he stood, but ready to tackle prey 
or predator. 

Standing on the radiator cap of 
Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost ‘Alpine Eagle’ 
88NE, his impressive pose was exactly 
the same as that adopted by his 
forebear 85 years ago when the original 
figure was mounted on the radiator cap 
of another ‘Alpine Eagle’ Silver Ghost, 
34ED, proudly owned by Lt. R.F. 
Angas, Royal Field Artillery. 

Australian-born Ronald Angas, 
whose great grandfather was Chair- 
man of the South Australian Company, 
which established the colony of South 
Australia, had been studying at Oxford 
University in England just before the 
First World War was declared, and 
promptly joined the British Army, in- 
stead of returning home to join the 
Australian Army. 

His father had been one of the first 
Rolls-Royce owners in South Australia, 
with 1909 chassis 1126, and then 1912 
chassis 1524, so it was not surprising 
to find that Ronald Angas while living 
in England had acquired chassis 34ED 
fitted with sporting open tourer coach- 
work by Grosvenor Carriage Co. In the 


early months of the War, before the full 
horror of the trenches developed, many 
officers stationed in France or in 
various parts of England found it poss- 
ible to maintain an almost normal so- 
cial life, so Ronald Angas was still able 
to enjoy the use of his Silver Ghost on 
weekends and when on leave. 

At other times, it was used by his 
wife although family legend relates that 
because she drove the car herself, and 
was unable to swing the big engine into 
life with the crank-handle, she often 
had to leave the engine running for 
lengthy periods rather than rely on the 
uncertainty of the engine starting on 
the switch or being cranked by a help- 
ful bystander. 

Period photographs of 34ED show it 
wearing a town cap on the radiator, so 
it seems that Ronald Angas had elected 
not to specify the optional extra of the 
Spirit of Ecstasy standard radiator 
mascot. In any case, his son Colin 
recalls his father telling how he was 
looking in the window of an antique 
shop in Paris in 1915 and suddenly 
espied a small and beautifully detailed 
silver plated bronze statue of a mag- 
nificent eagle, alert and poised for 
flight. The perfect radiator mascot for 
his Rolls-Royce ‘Alpine Eagle’ Silver 
Ghost, he decided. 
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No time was lost in fitting the eagle 
mascot to the radiator cap when he 
next returned to England, and it con- 
tinued to adorn 34ED when Ronald 
Angas brought the car back to Aust- 
ralia. 

The eagle mascot was passed on to 
Colin Angas who, with his brother Bob, 
had owned and enjoyed 1910 Silver 
Ghost 1388, after converting it from its 
original limousine form to an open two 
seater ‘shooting’ car and farm buck- 
board. 

Still owned by Colin, the eagle 
mascot bought by his father is one of 
his treasured possessions, so I was 
both touched and very grateful when, 
after enjoying a ride in 88NE Colin 
asked if I would like to borrow the eagle 
mascot and have a copy made to adorn 
its radiator, thus carrying on the trad- 
ition started by his father. 

I was more than happy to accept 
Colin's kind offer, and knowing the 
skills and capability of a small art 
foundry in the Adelaide Hills I knew 
exactly to whom I could entrust the 
eagle to produce an accurate and de- 
tailed casting copy. 

The foundry excelled itself, and in 
due course the new eagle was proudly 
mounted on 88NE’s radiator cap where 
the descendant eagle looks very much 
at home. Soon after mounting the 
eagle, mechanic Peter and I took 88NE 
for a short test drive after some work 
on the braking system, Peter’s 
comment being “and we can take the 
budgie for a test flight as well”! I was 
still recovering from this show of dis- 
respect when Silver Dawn and Bentley 
R-type owner Peter Anderson walked 
into the factory, and seeing the eagle 
proudly standing on the radiator cap of 
88NE innocently echoed mechanic 
Peter’s comment, asking “what's with 
the big budgie?”. 

So it seems that the beautiful and 
elegant French eagle will now unavoid- 
ably be known as ‘The Big Budgie’. As 
Colin Angas said, when these com- 
ments were reported to him, “what an 
appropriate example of suitably Colon- 
ial irreverence!”. 

It seems nice to think that the artist 
who created the original sculpture 
would be happy to see his alpine eagle 
again re-united with an ‘Alpine Eagle’, 
even though far from its homeland. 
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Visiting 


The magnificent Grea 


t Easton premises of P. & A. Wood. Both levels of the building seen here are devoted to showroom space, with cars for sale 


at the time of your Editor's visit ranging from a 1905 30 h.p. (the only surviving example of the model) to a new Bentley Azure, and including several 
delectable Silver Ghosts. To the right can be glimpsed the archway leading to the extensive workshops. Note the clock tower with weather vane. 


By Martin Bennett 


In June I was fortunate enough to 
visit the famous premises of P. & A. 
Wood. 

The fame of this place is well 
deserved, and I left feeling that I had 
been to the very Mecca of the Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley world. One is left 
grasping for superlatives to describe 
the buildings, the facilities they house 
and the work carried out there. 

The P. & A. Wood complex is 
situated in the village of Great Easton, 
about 214 miles north of the town of 
Great Dunmow in Essex, on the B184 
road which links Dunmow with Saffron 
Walden. If this all sounds rather pic- 
turesque, it is! The building at the 
front of the P. & A. Wood complex, 
facing the B184, was built in 1989 in 
the distinctive architectural style of the 
area, and houses the showrooms on 
two floors, the upper of which is at 
ground level at the rear. An archway 
leads to the reception and workshop 
buildings around the back. 

I was met by Andrew Wood who, 


with identical twin brother Paul, estab- 
lished the business in 1968. It was 
immediately clear that Andrew is an 
affable, modest man of around my own 
age who wears overalls and looks after 
the servicing, restoration and mechani- 
cal rebuilding areas of the business. 
Paul looks after sales and coachwork. 
Both involve themselves in hands-on 
work in their respective fields. As 
Andrew showed me around he provided 
an outline of the fascinating story of 
how he and Paul got started in their life 
of devotion to the Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley marques. 

Andrew began his Rolls-Royce 
career as an apprentice at the Aero 
Division's Hucknall works near 
Nottingham. It was 1962, and Andrew 
decided that he would prefer to work 
for the Car Division in London, so he 
applied for a transfer and soon found 
himself employed at the Hythe Road 
Service Centre. Later, brother Paul also 
applied for a job there and was duly 
engaged. 

In 1963 Paul and Andrew saw a 
Rolls-Royce 20/25 parked in a street 
near where they lived, in poor condition 


with flat tyres and obviously no longer 
in use. Paul left a note on the 
windscreen asking the owner if he 
would be interested in selling it. Yes he 
would, for £60. Andrew sold his Bond 
three-wheeler for £60 and bought the 
20/25. The car was drivable, and the 
brothers drove it home to their lodg- 
ings. They rented a lock-up garage 
nearby and worked there in their spare 
time getting the 20/25 presentable and 
running like a Rolls-Royce should. At 
R.R.E.C. events other members ad- 
mired their handiwork and directed 
work their way. Before long they were 
effectively in business. Another 20/25 
was bought for £12. 10s. Od and sold 
for £15 — a nice little earner! 

Bentley enthusiasts will remember 
the '60s television series The Avengers, 
with the dashing John Steed and his 
Bentley 3 Litre tourer. One day during 
filming of the series, the Bentley's 
engine was seriously damaged. Rolls- 
Royce Hythe Road did not want the 
rebuild job, but pointed the film com- 
pany in the direction of Paul and 
Andrew, who took it on even though 
neither had ever even seen a Vintage 
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Bentley engine. Undaunted, they took 
some pointers from experts Hofmann & 
Burton of Henley-on-Thames and set 
about rebuilding the engine, which was 
completed within the month. The film 
company was delighted, and supplied 
Paul and Andrew with petrol to run it 
in, and the two 18-year-olds were a 
sensation at Hythe Road, turning up 
each day in the famous Steed Bentley. 

Soon after, Andrew was given a 
Bentley Mk V by a Hythe Road custom- 
er. This man had acquired several ex- 
amples of that model, which must have 
been quite a feat given that only a 
handful were built before World War II 
A closer view of the showroom. Andrew Wood has a keen interest in the aero engines of both stopped production. His son had dam- 
the Rolls-Royce and Bentley companies, and in the centre may be glimpsed a Rolls-Royce Merlin aged the engine by over-revving it, and 
aero engine which he overhauled in P. & A. Wood's dedicated Merlin shop. he asked the Company to present it to 
“an apprentice who will appreciate it”. 
When Andrew saw the notice on the 
Hythe Road notice board he applied 
and soon found himself the proud 
owner of the rarest of pre-war Bentley 
cars. He was pennitted to repair it on 
the premises in his own time. He still 
has it. 

As the brothers’ reputation grew, 
more and more people began to take 
cars to them for servicing and repairs, 
so they rented a barn on a farm at 
Norton Heath, Essex, and lived in an 
old caravan on the farm. Soon after 
moving to the farm the brothers fare- 
welled Hythe Road and were well and 
truly in business for themselves, with 
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Cars displayed in the showroom with the 1905 30 h.p. (26355) taking pride of place. This sole according to Andrew. It was 1968. 
survivor of its model was discovered in 1956 by Gavin Sandford-Morgan and Len Vigar on a Conditions at the barn were less 
South Australian tomato farm and subsequently restored by U.K. collector Stanley Sears. than ideal. In fact, they were extremely 


three pairs. Period Rolls-Royce showroom sign. 


SSS se 


26355: the engine, with the six cylinders cast in 
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Young touring limousine which P. & A. Wood 
maintain in appropriately pristine condition. 


primitive, and in wet weather the 
brothers would be ankle deep in mud. 
Soon they discovered a garage for sale 
at Great Bardfield, asking price 
£18,000. It had a two car showroom 


This shock damper testing machine, from the 
Rolls-Royce Hythe Road Service Centre, 
takes the guesswork out of overhaul and is a 
boon to P. & A. Wood customers. 
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is immaculately clean, neat and tidy. 


and a proper workshop — but where 
was the £18,000 going to come from? 
Through contacts in the trade they 
were soon able to get a loan and P. & 
A. Wood had proper premises for the 
expanding business. Things were look- 
ing up! 

With cars restored by P. & A. Wood 
winning concours awards, and the 
Wood trademark neatness and tidiness 
well established, Rolls-Royce Motors 
began to take notice, and the business 
soon had authorised service and repair 
status. Around 20 people were working 
there by this time including, at different 
times, Australians Andrew Gibson, 
Alan Gardner, Michael Pallier and Brett 
Talbot — all of whom went on to forge 
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Part of the workshop complex at the rear of the premises. Absolutely everything, inside and out, 


careers with Australian Rolls-Royce & 
Bentley dealerships. Andrew Gibson is 
Workshop Manager at McMillan's 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley today. Andrew 
Wood thought highly of all four, des- 
cribing them as “great guys”. 

Paul and Andrew determined that 
their business would be run as “a mini 
Hythe Road” with the motto ‘if it’s easy 
you're doing it wrong’! The business 
continued to grow and in 1989 moved 
into the superb purpose-built premises 
we see today. Such is the fame and 
reputation of P. & A. Wood nowadays 
that many enthusiasts in London and 
other nearby areas enjoy a weekend 
drive to Great Easton as a day out, just 
to look around and to see the Wood 


S Series shock dampers and front suspension members (and other harder to identify items) 
overhauled at P. & A. Wood. The testing machine, seen in the left-hand photograph, ensures 


that dampers are overhauled to the exact original specification. 
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example of its model. 
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26330: the original Rolls-Royce radiator 
badge, pre-dating the familiar rectangular 
one which first appeared later in 1905. 
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1905 15h.p. (26330) in the workshop. Like 26355 (p.3646), this 3-cylinder car is the sole surviving 


26330: very early style chassis number plate, 
issued by C.S. Rolls & Co. 


Cars come from far and wide for servicing at P. & A. Wood. This is the fourth production Bentley 
R-type Continental (BC4A). Note the lightweight bumpers, following the contours of the coach- 


. 


work, as fitted to a few of the earliest examples. 
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26330: ignition timing (marked ‘early’ and 
Yate’ as on later cars) and hand throttle 
controls mounted on the steering column. 


brothers. I can see why. 

Over the years P. & A. Wood have 
been entrusted with looking after and 
restoring many rare and famous Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley motor cars, includ- 
ing the chassis restoration of AX-201 
The Silver Ghost for Rolls-Royce Motor 
Cars Ltd and the body-off restoration 
of the prototype Bentley Continental 
Olga for the then owner Victor 
Gauntlett. Enthusiasts in the U.K. tell 
me that work by P. & A. Wood is never 
cheap but is always good value, and 
Royce’s dictum ‘the quality remains 
after the price is forgotten’ is partic- 
ularly apt. Cars even come from out- 
side the U.K. for repairs, restoration 
and even just for routine servicing. I 
saw a very early Bentley Continental in 
the workshop with New York licence 
plates — in for servicing. In the show- 
room were models ranging from a pre- 
Silver Ghost model to a new Bentley 
Azure. About 50 people are employed 
at P. & A. Wood today. 

As for the current cars, it came as 
no surprise to hear that the two-door 
models, with their genuine Rolls-Royce 
engine and readily identifiable Rolls- 
Royce heritage, are selling best despite 
their premium prices, though four- 
door saloon sales are improving now 
that the Rolls-Royce V-8 is in the 
Bentley Amage. 

Andrew’s personal favourite is the 
Silver Ghost, and the Bentley R-type 
Continental for practical driving, and 
he regards the pre-war ‘Derby’ Bentleys 
as “wonderful”. He would also like to 
own a current Continental R of his own, 
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so that brother Paul couldn’t sell it out 
from under him! Paul is also an ad- 
mirer of the R-type Continental and 
Derby Bentleys, with a healthy respect 
for the ‘W.O.’ Bentley Speed Six. a 


Photographs by the Editor 


Stop Press: P. & A. Wood have recently 
been appointed ‘Official Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley Heritage Dealer’. 


Left: This 1951 Bentley Mk VI (B9MB) must 
have been registered in Cheshire on the 
same day as the famous prototype Bentley 
Continental ‘Olga’, the registration number of 
which was OLG-490. Below: a fine looking 
Bentley 32 Litre Gurney Nutting coupé 
(B196FB) outside the customer reception and 
waiting room. 


Cruising the rural lanes around Great Easton in Andrew's fine 1914 Silver Ghost (46MA), ex-Duke of Westminster. 
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Going Bi-focal 


By the start of the 1960s the Silver 
Cloud and Bentley S, though magnif- 
icently styled, were beginning to look 
slightly old fashioned. The superb new 
V-8 engine had been installed in these 
models in 1959, at which time they 
became the Silver Cloud II and Bentley 
S2. The Silver Shadow was still some 
years away from production, so in the 
meantime some means needed to be 
found to modernise the Silver Cloud. 

Paired headlamps had become pop- 
ular in the U.S.A., and were seen as a 
possible means of modernising the ex- 
isting Rolls-Royce and Bentley models. 

An early tentative step towards in- 
corporating quad headlamps is seen in 
the upper photograph, showing a 
Bentley S quarter-scale wax model in 
the Styling Department at Crewe. Alt- 
emative schemes are seen on the left- 
and right-hand sides. It was quickly 
realised that neither of these repre- 
sented the appearance being sought! 

The middle picture shows the 
scheme ultimately adopted, with 
reduced height radiator shell and new, 
smaller bumper overriders. The latter 
were not fitted to North American ex- 
port cars, which continued to use the 
old pattern and the quarter-size models 
of these can be seen lying on the 
modelling table to the left of the car. In 
the foreground we can see the new 
sidelamp and turn indicator lamps and 
a pair of foglamps not yet fitted to the 
model, as well as the alternative (Rolls- 
Royce) radiator shell. 

In the lower picture we see the wax 
model of the Park Ward Phantom V 
(also styled by the Crewe styling team) 
modified on one side with the new 
headlamp arrangement. Note the 
Bentley S model in the background. 

The revised styling was unveiled at 
the Earls Court Motor Show in October 
1962. The new models were called 
Silver Cloud III and Bentley S3, and 
came with a number of mechanical and 
interior improvements in addition to 
the revised frontal appearance. At the 
same time, the Park Ward (by now H.J. 
Mulliner, Park Ward) Phantom V was 
even more extensively restyled. — M.I.B. 


Photographs from John P. Blatchley 
(Chief Styling Engineer 1950-69) 
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MULSAWNE, EIGHT. CONTINENTAL. 
BROOKLANDS & AZURE 


MALCaeM KORUTIE 


‘Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit & Silver 
Spur/Bentley Mulsanne, Eight, Conti- 
nental, Brooklands & Azure’ by Malcolm 
Bobbitt. Published by Veloce Publishing 
Pic, Dorchester, England. 192 pages, over 
250 illustrations in black & white and colour. 
ISBN 1-901295-84-2. $79.95. 


Reviewed by Roger Thiedeman 


This book's long-winded title could have 
been shortened slightly by removing the 
words ‘Continental’ and ‘Azure’. The 
Bentley Continental is not within its scope 
— and rightly so, given its derivation from 
the SY (Shadow/T Series/Comiche) range. 
Bentleys Continental R, Continental T and 
Continental SC are discussed here, which 
is fine, but they are quite distinct models 
from the Bentley Continental per se. As for 
the Azure, it rates only two fleeting refer- 
ences in two separate sentences (but notin 
the Index), sufficient to remind us that it is 
a Bentley. So, if it’s information on the 
Continental or Azure you seek, don’t come 
looking here, never mind what the cover 
says. 

Butfor anyone wishing to learn about the 
other cars comprising the SZ series, this is 
a very useful publication. Malcolm Bobbitt 
painstakingly traces the evolution of the 
Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit and Bentley Mul- 
sanne family of vehicles in this lavishly- 
illustrated tour de force of historical and 
technical description. He reminds us that 
the SZ series spanned two difficult and 
controversial periods in the Company's his- 
tory. SZ was conceived before — and its 
development delayed by — the infamous 
RB.211 jet engine debacle of 1971, which 
ultimately forced the separation of Rolis- 
Royce Ltd's motor car and aero engine 
divisions. After introduction in 1980, the SZ 
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series formed the core of motor car produc- 
tion until the ‘real’ Rolls-Royce was argu- 
ably killed off by the vexed machinations of 
the BMW and Volkswagen ownership 
squabbles of 1997-98. 

Chronicling that near-20-year lifespan, 
the author steps the reader through the 
numerous SZ models, both Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley, while demystifying their some- 
times bewildering permutations of model 
designation, technical features and styling 
enhancements. He points out that the Silver 
Spirit and its Bentley counterpart, the 
Mulsanne, were born largely out of SY 
(Silver Shadow/T Series) technology; and 
offers the opinion that their shape emerged 
from more than a sideways look at the 
Camargue. 

A whole paragraph deals with the ap- 
palling choice of name for the SZ-based 
‘Silver Dawn’, introduced in long wheelbase 
form in 1996, but also available as a short 
wheelbase ‘Silver Spirit’. Ludicrous? That's 
what I reckon too. 

Not overlooked is how American FSS 
(Federal Safety Standards) legislation con- 
cerning emissions and other factors in- 
fluenced much of the SZ cars’ technical 
make-up, and even overall bodywork 
dimensions. Those dimensions were elong- 
ated further when the Silver Spur was given 
stretched limousine treatment by the Jankel 
and Hooper organisations. The latter, reviv- 
ing the respected coachbuilding name of 
yesteryear, has an Australian connection 
via its founder Colin Hyams. Another Rolls- 
Royce-built variant with an historical 
connotation was the Springfield model, 
produced in small numbers exclusively for 
the American market. 

Refreshingly, Bobbitt acquaints the 
reader, in some detail, with the person- 


alities behind the cars: engineering and 
design geniuses like Fritz Feller, Martin 
Bourne, Ron Maddocks, Norman Webster, 
Chris Johnson and Graham Hull. Butclearly 
the book’s most telling point is the remark- 
able réle played by Bentley SZ derivatives 
like the Eight, Mulsanne Turbo, Turbo R, 
etc., in reviving the Company's flagging 
fortunes in the mid-1980s and beyond. 
These cars provided their designers with 
the liberty to explore new frontiers of styling, 
power and handling. The turbocharged cars 
especially, with their exciting and breath- 
taking performance never compromising 
Rolls-Royce standards of luxury and excel- 
lence, saw enthusiastic buyers responding 
with their cheque books in unprecedented 
fashion. 

To his credit, Bobbitt hasn't turned this 
book into a breathless, sycophantic paean 
to Rolls-Royce and Bentley. In the final 
chapter, offering advice to prospective pur- 
chasers of SZ cars, he catalogues a num- 
ber of faults that early cars, in particular, 
were prone to. The untutored reader might 
be surprised to learn that, as relatively 
recently as 1980, Rolls-Royce were still 
producing cars not quite as perfect as their 
publicity would have one believe. 

The book too is not glitch-free. The hap- 
less apostrophe comes in for maltreatment 
at least twice (pages 106 and 119), and on 
page 43 use of the dreaded double negative 
makes nonsense of a photo caption. 

All things considered, Malcolm Bobbitt 
has emerged as one of the more successful 
of a recent crop of Rolls-Royce authors. His 
books on the subject have progressively got 
better, no mean achievement for someone 
relatively new to the marque. And this offer- 
ing is no exception. But, remember — there 
ain't no Azure, M’sieurl 


From Rolls-Royce Silver Spirit & Silver Spur/Bentley Mulsanne, Eight, Continental, Brooklands 
& Azure: /n 1992 a large Midlands firm of undertakers was considering the purchase of six 
brand-new Rolls-Royce hearses for its fleet. The long wheelbase Touring Limousine underframe 
was to be used, and the design was worked out and fully drawn quarter-scale by Martin Bourne. 
The project was eventually cancelled but it was Martin Bourne's final styling assignment before 
he took early retirement in October that year. Said Martin “I've always thought what a suitable 
conclusion it was to my thirty-seven years with the company!” (Courtesy Martin Bourne) 
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Cars For Sale 


1935 20/25 (GBJ78) Thrupp & Maberly 
saloon. Fine history and one owner since 
1958. Maintained by Alex Brown. Recent su- 
perb paintwork renewal by McMillans Rolls- 
Royce & Bentley. $70,000 or reasonable 
offers considered. Joy Donald 02-9358-5821. 
www.netspace.net.au/~kkanga/Rolls 
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1937 Phantom Ill (387125) F Park Ward 
Brougham de Ville. Primrose yellow over 
black with white canvas hood. See p.261 
Dalton Coachwork on R-R. Genuine 60,000 
miles. Attractive coachwork, unique design. 
Excellent condition, substantially original. 
$300,000. Mark Hibbert 07-5546-0005 


1949 Bentley Mk VI (B149DZ) original Black 
with beige upholstery. Melbourne delivery to 
D. Speed, Toorak. Restoration nearly com- 
pleted, ready to paint and reupholster. Run- 
ning chassis, engine overhauled, body 
repairs completed, tools, handbook, record 
of restoration work. $20,000. Gilbert Ralph 
03-9807-4501 or 0418-54-8282 


1949 Silver Wraith (WFC67) Hooper ‘Teviot' 
touring limousine. Midnight Blue with grey 
hide upholstery. Featured on the front cover, 
PRAECLARUM 2-96. A truly magnificent ex- 
ample of the desirable and road manageable 
short wheelbase model with manual gearbox. 
Electric division, sunshine roof, cocktail 
cabinet, picnic tables and other luxury 
features. R.100 headlamps. Mechanically 
superb, runs sweetly and quietly and pulls 
strongly. Less than 3,000 careful miles since 
complete refurbishment to the highest stand- 
ard by Rolls-Royce specialists. Winner Class 
6 and Best Post-War Coachbuilt Car 
Trophies, 1999 Federal Concours. Full N.S.W. 
registration. Handbook. Nothing to spend. 
$75,000. Michael Zwar 02-6026-2336 


A good, clear photograph showing the 
lines of the coachwork will draw attention 
to your ad. and help to sell your car. 
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Cars For Sale 


1951 Silver Dawn (SDB70) Moss Green 
repaint. Near original condition, 160,000 
miles. Very sound and usable, rust-free car 
with full history. Little used over last 20 years. 
$30,000. lan Vennell 02-6920-3326 or 
02-6926-1262 (early morning or evening) 


1963 Silver Cloud Ill (SCX151) Garnet with 
beige leather. Bare metal respray 1999. 
Mechanically superb. Present owner 10 years 
and 2 previous. History (R.R.O.C.). Factory air 
conditioning. Stainless steel exhaust system. 
Many under-bonnet updates including nil 
overheat twin thermo fans, etc. 90,000 miles. 
Vic. reg. LGRR. $79,500 o.n.o. Lionel Gell 
03-9525-3971 


1967 Bentley T Series (CBH1975) H.J. Mul- 
liner Park Ward two-door saloon. Balmoral 
Green with tan upholstery. Paintwork includes 
radiator shell as with current Bentleys. 6.23 
litre, 4-speed gearbox. Hollandia moonroof, 
new Phillips radio/cassette/CD player with 10- 
disc stacker. Comprehensive documentation 
includes details of significant events in the life 
of this rare car of which only 98 were built. 
$49,000 o.n.o. Tony Davidson 08-8332-5550 
or 08-8332-5545 (FAX) or 0417-08-9120 
(mobile) or Email: ttak@adelaide.on.net 


1970 Silver Shadow (CRH7998) H.J. Mulliner 
Park Ward two-door saloon. Regal Red, 
chamois leather. Excellent condition. All tools, 
handbook. See colour photo PRAECLARUM 
3-00, p.3560. $55,000. David Vann 
07-3865-3287 (w) or 041 1-17-1800 


Cars For Sale 


1973 Corniche (DRH14553) Mulliner Park 
Ward Convertible. Caribbean Blue over Mid- 
night Blue, cream upholstery and hood. Class 
Winner 1995 Federal Rally and very carefully 
maintained mechanically and cosmetically 
since. Serviced by Vawser Sydney and more 
more recently by Sparks Brisbane. Owned by 
me since 1994. Extensive documented work 
carried out to bring up to current high stand- 
ard. Lightly but regularly used. $89,000 neg. 
Roger Gibson 07-5526-4663 


1973 Corniche (DRH14553) Mulliner Park 
Ward Convertible. Brewster Green with mag- 
nolia upholstery and hood. Superb condition 


throughout. Recent fully reconditioned 
engine and gearbox, refurbished engine 
compartment. Suspension rebushed, shock 
absorbers replaced, steering box renewed, 
brakes re-rotored with new pads, hydraulics 
re-gassed and resealed, etc. A previous 
Federal Concours Class Winner. Complete 
with all tools and fittings. Fully registered 
(Vic.) RR-234, roadworthy and used regularly. 
$135,000. George Forbes 03-9690-1455 (w) 
03-9593-1455 (h) 


1974 Corniche (DRH17353) Mulliner Park 
Ward Convertible. White with white hood, 
blue interior. Low mileage, original factory 
extras as shown on build sheets, well main- 
tained, receipts available. Vic. reg. number 
RR-9988. $120,000. Robin Hickman 
03-987 2-3233 


1996 Bentley Turbo RL (BRV59094) Mid- 
night Blue metallic, magnolia hides piped 
dark blue and blue fascia top roll. Last in 
series, 42,500 km. Walnut woodwork, picnic 
tables, crystal/siiver decanter sets behind 
seats. Australian compliance, purchased 
from and serviced by P. & A. Wood in the U.K. 
since new and where the car is currently 
stored. Exquisite and complete condition. 
£Stg70,000. Dick Erskine +60-3-240-2308 
(FAX, Malaysia) or Email: 
frerskin@bechter.com 
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Cars Wanted 


Wanted: 20/25 h.p. or 25/30 h.p. rolling 
chassis or complete unfinished project car, 
any condition. John Hallinan 02-9528-8059 
(‘phone & FAX) 


Parts For Sale 


Overdrive units available for all small horse- 
power Rolls-Royce and Bentley, pre-war and 
post-war models, $8,020 supplied only or 
$8,780 fitted. Power steering conversion kits 
available for all pre-1955 Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley models. Makes for ease of driving 
and parking, $7,530 supplied only or $8,180 
fitted. RH2569 headlight conversion kits 
(original R-R/B stock) to convert Silver 
Dawn/Silver Wraith/Mk VI/R-type to modern 8 
inch sealed beams, includes adaptor ring, 
chrome bevelled surround, light connection 
and screws, $300 per set. UR26508 spanner, 
Shadow series, $60; UE5081 spark plug 
socket, Shadow series, $85; 
UR14385/RF6613 adjustable spanners, Mk 
VI etc., $120; F51754 pre-war 'C’-spanners, 
$250; UR3022 spring gaiters, SC/S series, 
$768; RE18342 new radiator including top 
and bottom tanks and fittings, Mk VI/R/Silver 
Dawn, $2,750; RE13412/3 six new connect- 
ing rods, Mk Vi/R/Silver Dawn etc., or can be 
used to modify pre-war small h.p. cars, $300 
each or $1,500 set; leather resurrection oil, 
ideal for hard and tired leather, $59 per 450 
ml. bottle; badge bars, R-R and B types, 
includes two badge clips, $285 inc. postage 
in Australia; Pertronix ignition coils, Flame 
Thrower, extreme high performance coils, 
suit all post-war cars, faster start up, better 
performance, $85. Garrath Will, T K Motors, 
43 Chard Road, Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 
02-9938-1301 or FAX 02-9905-0260 


Silver Shadows and Bentley T Series 
breaking for parts. Most mechanical, body 
and interior parts available. 

McMillan Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Silver Shadow 6.75 litre engine block in 
excellent condition. $6,000. Craig Morris 
08-9276-6310 (after 6.30 p.m. weekdays) 


Parts Wanted 


If you have fitted radials to your Silver Cloud/S 
Series, | will buy any good 8.20 x 15 cross-ply 
tyres that you removed. Martin Bennett 
02-4829-7 140 (‘phone & FAX) 


Spanner, open end/ring, part number 
UR.4485 to complete S1 tool kit. Martin 
Bennett 02-4829-7140 (‘phone & FAX) 


INFORMATION: Classified advertisements 
must be factual and accurate. Persons mis- 
representing cars, parts or services will be 
Genied further use of this space. Ads for cars 
for sale must include chassis number and 
asking price. Ads may be edited to minimise 
use of available space and to conform to a 
standard format, and may be rejected at the 
discretion of the Editor without discussion. 


Parts Wanted 


Wanted for Bentley 3% Litre B17BN: spare 
wire wheel, Klaxon windscreen wiper motor 
and cables, inside door handles, any informa- 
tion, literature and history from c.1950-1978. 
Terry Hirst 07-3252-4869 or FAX 
07-3252-4865 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: back issues of PRAECLARUM, No. 
1 of 1974, Nos. 2,3 4&5 of 1975, Nos. 2&3 
of 1976, No. 2 of 1982, No. 1 of 1983, Vol. 1 
Index. Bryan Harper 03-9707-5592 or FAX 
3-9707-5561 


Services 


New solid state ignition systems for Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley cars. Owners of pre-war 
and post-war cars can install a solid state 
ignition system without making any alterations 
to the original distributor, or having to cope 
with hiding a control box in the chassis. The 
whole unit fits under the distributor cap, so is 
completely concealed. T K Motors Pty Ltd, the 
only dealer in Australia for Pertronix Inc Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley Electronic Conversion 
Systems, offers these units for most models. 
In these solid state ignition systems a sensor 
and magnetic ring replaces the points and 
condenser within the distributor. However, 
the original parts can be easily reinstalled 
because the conversion requires no drilling of 
holes or alterations of any kind. The sensors 
and magnet rings are unaffected by wear or 
dirt, offering durability. | believe these 
systems provide an innovative solution to one 
of the challenges of restoring and maintaining 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley motor cars. Solid 
state ignition offers significant benefits in 
enhanced engine performance and reliability 
while solving the problem of replacing 
expensive and hard to find distributor parts. 
For information and prices please contact: 
Garrath Will, T K Motors, 43 Chard Road, 
Brookvale, N.S.W. 2100. 02-9938-1301 or 
FAX 02-9905-0260 


LPG conversions for Rolls-Royce and 
Bentley. T K Motors is now offering Rolls- 
Royce and Bentley owners an alternative fuel 
system. Our installations have increased in 
numbers over the past years with successful 
conversions of the Silver Cloud/S Series and 
Silver Shadow/T Series. Conversions are 
orderly and reasonably inconspicuous, keep- 
ing the luggage compartment minimally 
affected by the fuel cell. Garrath Will, T K 
Motors, 43 Chard Road, Brookvale, N.S.W. 
2100. 02-9938-1301 or FAX 02-9905-0260 


PHOTOGRAPHS: Good black & white or 
colour prints showing the lines of the carare 
acceptable. 'Front-on’ shots cannot be 
used. For photo return, please include s.a.e. 
DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's licence number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580. 'Phone/FAX: 02-4829-7140 E-mail: editor@rroc.org.au 
Deadlines: 15th of January, March, May, July, September, November. 


HO 
"BBM 


Your Host: Peter Davidson 
4 Mathoura Place 
Orange 
New South Wales 2800 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6360 0577 


Services 


Complete interior Woodwork restoration 
and refurbishing. Broken wood and veneer 
repaired. Exacting standards and authentic 
finishes. No over-restoration. 

McMillan'’s Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Interior Trimming carried out to exacting 
standards using authentic Rolls-Royce and 
coachbuilders’ materials and methods. 
Repairs or complete replacements. 
McMillan's Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


We overhaul: hydraulic accumulators, 
height control valves, and minimum pressure 
valves for Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow, T 
Series, Corniche etc. and Silver Spirit/Spur, 
Bentley Mulsanne etc. motor cars. We have 
specialised in Rolls-Royce hydraulics in the 
U.K. since 1979 and are now established in 
Australia. Our overhauled components are 
guaranteed for two years, unlimited milage. 
For example: Silver Shadow/Bentley T 
Series/Corniche/Camargue accumulator 
reconditioning, $295. 

Pleiades Automotive Hydraulics 
(Australia) P.O. Box 40, Gayndah, Qld. 4625. 
"Phone/FAX 07-4161-2512 


Metal polishing for all models carried out to 
the highest standard. Stainless steel, nickel, 
chromium all catered for in our workshop. 
McMillan's Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


Official dealer for spare parts, servicing and 
mechanical repairs, all models. 
MeMillan's Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
02-9744-5111 or FAX 02-9744-5517 


COST: Ads are free to non-trade members. 
Non-members are charged $15.00 for a 
non-commercial ad of reasonable length. 
Trade ads accepted at commercial rates. 
Photographs included free of charge to non- 
trade members, $15.00 for others. Where 
applicable, cheques made payable to 
R.R.O.C. of Australia must accompany 
advertising copy. Send ads to the Editor at: 


Now, the Yanks’ 

Best Kept Secret 

of 30 Years 
Revealeal! 


3 INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90025 USA 


Tel. 310-473-7773 
Fax. 310-479-1197 


World’s most complete stock of 
used post-war (1946-96) Rolls-Royce 
and Benfley spares. 


Virtually everything on hand, immedi 
-ately available, and at reasonable prices. 


Knowledgeable assistance and 

personal service always. 

¢ Restoration candidates and drivable RHD 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars available. 


¢ UPS, Alr and Mail Shipments Daily. 
¢ Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 


ONLY ONCE! 


YES! Install a Fuelstar Catalyst 
Run on unleaded petrol. 


Benefits all cars old or new. 
No need for expensive fuel additives again. 
Better economy and engine efficiency. 
5 year/1,000,000 km. structured guarantee. 


For information, other parts and service: 


Tom Johnston Motors Pty Ltd 
13 Stirling St., Thebarton, S.A. 5031 
Tel: 08 8234 5600 Fax: 08 8234 5607 
Email: tmotors@senet.com.au 


3654 PRAECLARVM 


VETERAN vintage & CLASSIC 
VEHICLE INSURANCE 


When it comes to Insurance, 

we'll take as much care of 

your Rolls Royce or Bentley 
..as you do! 


e Agreed Value 
¢ Competitive Premiums 
e Retention of Wreck 
e Repairer of Your Choice 


Includes NRMA Plus benefits with every policy. 


Coverage Throughout Australia 


1800 646 605 


NRMA Insurance Limited ACN 000 016 722 
388 George Street Sydney 2000 


Di 


Outer hub ring 


LMARR has it! 
SD 


extension 


Curved 
Cc A : air valve 


o\7 
Spanner——/ Air lock assembly 


All you need to fit new ° Rolls-Royce 
wheel discs to your 7 jaguar 
Write, phone or fax e Lagon 

for full infomation. 


e Bugatti 
LMARR DISK,LTD 


° Delage 
PO Box 910 Glen Ellen,CA,USA 95442-0910 
Tél: (707) 938-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020 


D1 


6-00 3655 


If you love your classic 


Agreed value means agreed value. 

If the car is a total loss you will receive 

the full sum insured. 

You have the option to choose your own 
repairer. 

Lifetime guarantee on repairs. 

In the event of total loss you will have 
automatic retention of the wreck, depending 
on the policy. 

No blame excess. 

Laid up cover for vehicles being restored or 
repaired. 

Free windscreen one per year without excess. 


Personal belongings and tools up to the value 
Shannons Insurance has been of $400. 


insuring vintage, veteran, and classic 
vehicle enthusiasts since 1970 and has 7 
developed a great insurance package at a Ring Shannons for a 


_ very competitive price. free quote today ! 


Royal and Sun Alliance Insurance Australia limited ACN 005 297 807 Trading as Shannons Insurance 

Victoria (03) 9584 7266 New South Wales (02) 9460 6344 Northern Territory 1800 653 996 
Queensland (07) 3255 6355 South Australia (08) 8294 9000 Western Australia (08) 9479 3555 
Tasmania (03) 6236 9090 Country callers Toll Free: 1800 653 996 All States 


Internet: www.shannons.com.au Email: shannons@shannonsinsurance.com.au 


Size: Cost per issue: 
PRA:;CLARVM Full Page - $451 
Display Advertising Half Page - $253 
rates including GST Quarter Page - $143 


Martin Bennett, ‘Arcadia’, 177 Old South Road, Yarra via Goulburn, New South Wales 2580 
"Phone/FAX: (02) 4829 7140 


1 


Winners of the TAFE 
Trimming in Transport Faculty Award. H. sume GIBBS» 
Institute of TAFE Medal Nominee. © Prestige Trimmer 


—_ rrr Se 
Best trade display Shannons Eastern Creek 2000 0 “Zrimer to the Trophy Winner’ » 
a te ; ; ABN 98 699 262 417 
¢ Specialised Quality interiors for Veteran, Vintage, Classic & Prestige Cars. 


¢ Fine leatherwork with attention to detail. The largest range of samples. = Re 
¢ Authentic hoods in antique vinyl & rare haartz fabrics. ep Re te 


* Carpets moulded & fitted, Tonneaus, Consoles, Custom built interiors. 
¢ Coach Building, Timber repairs & refurbishing, Metal woodgraining. © CUSTOM 


« Auto rubbers, Vintage hardware & fasteners. ene oS) pee SiGe 


: i Mobile 0418 493 772 
"The bitterness of poor workmanship EMAIL prestigetrimmer@bigpond.com 


remains long after the sweetness 7 Biuegum Close, Tudgeran- 2288 
of cheap prices Is forgotten Postal Address: PO Box 678, Wyong NSW 2259 


3656 PRAECLARVM 


z McMillan’ s 


K ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY ar] 


Official Dealer for Service, Parts and Coachwork 
for NSW & ACT 


Racing at Le Mans 


or 


touring Australian highways! 


McMillan‘s can assist you to enjoy the ownership of a Rolls-Royce or 
Bentley motorcar. 


With fully operational Service and Parts Divisions, together with our Sales 
people and the established Coachwork Division, all at the one facility, we can 
satisfy all your needs - from a registration check to complex mechanical or 
body rebuilds, from a new Corniche to a properly maintained Silver Shadow. 


In June this year the Bentley Boys return to Le Mans to compete in the 24 hour race with 
the 320 km/h Bentley EXP Speed 8. ‘Bentley cars will benefit directly from the return to 
Le Mans, wherever we finish in the race.’ (Tony Gott, Bentley Chief Executive) 


19-27 Regatta Road, Five Dock, Canada Bay, N.S.W. 2046 
Telephone 02 9744 5111 FAX 02 9744 5517 


Email: mcmillanprestige@bigpond.com.au 
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